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SN A ol WHY?

N.C. Congressman OK With Internment Camps

N.C. Congressman Says Internment of Japanese-Americans During World War Il
Was Appropriate

The Associated Press

HIGH POINT, N.C. Feb.5 —

A congressman who heads a homeland security subcommittee said on aradio cal-in program that he agreed with the
internment of Japanese-Americans during World War 1.

Rep. Howard Coble, R-N.C., made the remark Tuesday on WKZL-FM when a cdler suggested Arabsin the
United States should be confined. Another congressman who was interned as a child criticized Coble for the
comment, as did advocacy groups.

Coble, chairman of the Judiciary Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism and Homeland Security, said he didn't agree
with the caler but did agree with President Franklin D. Roosevet, who established the internment camps.

"Wewere at war. They (Japanese-Americans) were an endangered species,” Coble said. "For many of these
Japanese-Americans, it wasn't safe for them to be on the street.”

Like mogt Arab-Americans today, Coble said, most Japanese-Americans during World War 11 were not Americas
enemies.

Still, Coble said, Roosevelt had to consider the nation's security.

"Some probably were intent on doing harm to us" he said, "just as some of these Aralb-Americans are probably
intent on doing harm to us."

Rep. Mike Honda, D-Cdlif., a Japanese-American who spent his early childhood with his family in an internment
camp during World War 11, said he spoke with Coble on Wednesday to learn more about his views.

"I'm disappointed that he redly doesn't understand the impact of what he said,” Honda said. "With his leadership
position in Congress, that kind of lack of understanding can lead people down the wrong path.”

The Japanese American Citizens League asked Coble to apologize and said he should be removed from his
committee chairmanship.

"We are flabbergasted that a man who supports racid profiling and ethnic scapegoating” chairs the subcommittee,
the group's nationa executive director, John Tateishi, said in a satement Wednesday .

The Council on American-Idamic Relations demanded that Coble explain his remarks. Spokesman 1brahim Hooper
sad the comments were "particularly disturbing.”

In 1988, President Reagan signed a bill authorizing reparations of $20,000 for each surviving camp veteran.
http://printerfriendly.abcnews.com/printerf.../PrintXetchFromGL UE=true& GLUEService=kABCNewsCo  02/06/2003



ABCNEWS.com Page 2 of 2

Copyright 2003 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten, or redistributed.

Copyright © 2002 ABC News Internet Ventures.
Click here for Press Information, Terms of Use & Privacy Policy & Internet Safety Information applicable to the site.

http://printerfriendly.abcnews.com/printerf.../PrintXetchFromGL UE=true& GLUEService=kABCNewsCo  02/06/2003



